Contents by unknown
Fishladder: A Student Journal of Art and Writing
Volume 12 | Issue 1 Article 2
2014
Contents
Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/fishladder
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fishladder: A Student Journal of
Art and Writing by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact scholarworks@gvsu.edu.
Recommended Citation
(2014) "Contents," Fishladder: A Student Journal of Art and Writing: Vol. 12: Iss. 1, Article 2.
Available at: http://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/fishladder/vol12/iss1/2
Submission Guidelines
Students from across the university are encouraged to submit work in all styles, 
genres, and forms. For more information on how to submit fiction, poetry, creative 
nonfiction, drama, art, photography, to fishladder, please visit our website: 
http://www.fishladder.wordpress.com
You can also find fishladder on Facebook at: 
http:///www.facebook.com/fishladder.magazine.
fishladder is printed by 
Custom Printers, Oak Industrial Drive, Grand Rapids, MI
© 2014 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
1 Campus Drive, Allendale, Michigan 49401
Contents
Chopped
Kaden’s Crematorium
Body Farmers
Twinkle, Twinkle
6
17
47
57
Amy Hinman
Brian Saladino
Aaron Crider
Nathan Holtrey
FICTION
To Live and Die in Michigan
Blue Whale and Krill go on an Extended Road 
Trip
Please Do Not Touch the Artwork
This Poem is No Longer Available Due to 
Copyright Claim
All at Once
Decent Recipe for Tilapia
Curtain Call
Finance Hell
Word Travels
11
13
14
15
25
26
54
90
91
Jake Reed
Stephanie Oesch
Stephanie Oesch
Stephanie Oesch
Mark Zito
Ariel Mokdad
Kaitlyn Nix
AJ Nolte
Alexander Sinn
POETRY
About Things 83Rick Lowe
NONFICTION
DRAMA
René Rodriguez Being Dead 27
Front Cover Art // Gangster's Wife // Blaire Bancroft // Photography
Back Cover Art // Unabridged // Kirk Rasmussen // Photography
10
16
24
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
56
82
Daniel VanZandt
Michael Rajnicek
Linnea Gish
Rayne Klar
Stephanie Mabie
Christopher Smyka
Blaire Bancroft
Kirk Rasmussen
Megan Gurisko
Kyla Traina
Katie Pershon
Daniel VanZandt
Ross Tanner
ART & PHOTOGRAPHY
NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 94
A Letter from the Editors
Here at fishladder we believe in “high pulp” literature. 
Not quite your breakfast beverage, “high pulp” is a phrase we derive 
from "pulp fiction," cheaply-made books which feature popular genres 
including fantasy, science fiction, thriller, romance, and more. In the 
literary world, pulp fiction has a reputation for being poorly-written, 
plot-driven, and escapist.
We reject the belief that pulp fiction cannot be elevated and 
substantial. Hence, “The High Pulp Edition.” When we were soliciting 
submissions, we encouraged writers to explore popular genres while 
maintaining craft elements of good writing. Many excellent pieces made 
it into the magazine, some that aligned with theme and some that did 
not. Below is a tour of the “high pulp” pieces in this edition.
The issue opens with“Chopped” by Amy Hinman, a graphic short 
story in which a pregnancy talk leads to a series of unfortunate accidents. 
Up next is “Being Dead,” a play where author René Rodriguez takes 
the reader on a humorous and ethereal tour of the land of ghosts. Keep 
reading and you’ll find “Body Farmers,” a dystopian tale by Aaron Crider 
where characters must make moral sacrifices to stay afloat in their post-
apocalyptic world. “Twinkle, Twinkle” by Nathan Holtrey stars a man and 
his son who navigate a world with strange celestial mysteries a-brewing. 
While you read, keep an eye out for two thematic art pieces: “Stop” by 
Katie Pershon, featuring a mysterious blood-red handprint, and “Orc 
Filth” by Rayne Klar, in which a devilish, contemporary orc flips the 
viewer the bird. 
 These themed stories explore compelling forms, plots, and worlds 
without sacrificing the quality of character or prose. They provide 
fantastical settings with a literary twist. They give pulpy pieces a human 
core. We enjoyed reading them. We hope that you will too.
Before we leave you to explore the fruits of our labor, we have some 
people to thank. Our endless appreciation belongs to our innovative 
submitters, our insightful 80-person staff, and our dedicated genre 
editors. Special shout-outs go to our saint-like faculty advisors, Amorak 
Huey and Chris Haven; to our layout editor, Michelle Coppens, who 
went above and beyond to make this issue glisten; and to our art and 
photography editors, Blaire Bancroft and Kirk Rasmussen, for bringing 
“The High Pulp Edition” to life with their dazzling cover art.  
Thank you all for your hard work. We truly couldn’t have done it 
without you.
Sincerely,
Nikki Fisher     Jacob Guajardo 
Editor-in-Chief Assistant Head Editor
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